"God Trying To Make Friends
with the World”
II Corinthians 5:18-21

God In Christ –Reconciling the World
to himself
• We can both know and not know the depths
of God’s Love.
– “may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be ﬁlled with
all the fullness of God.” (Eph. 3:18-19)
– “The truth of reconciliaTon is the chief part of our
salvaTon, the anchor of our faith, and the refuge
of our hope.”

Who Is He?
• “God was in Christ”
– Paul wanted to know – “Who are you, Lord?”
(Acts 22:8)
– He now knows aYer all his experience – “God was
in Christ”

Who Is He?
• We must emphasize the real and tender
humanity of Christ. (John 1:14)
• We must also acknowledge his diety (Jn. 1:14)
– He was not a more noble soul, more ﬁlled with
the spirit of God, or a good man with a heart of
love – He was God.
– There is no good news in the death of a mere
man.
– there is good news in the fact that God was in
Christ.

What Did He Come To Do?
• “Reconciling the World to Himself”
– He came to seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10),
redeem man (Eph. 1:7), save man (I Tim. 1:15),
reconcile man (II Cor. 5:19).
– There must be a state of separaTon and
estrangement before a reconciliaTon can take
place.
– We speak of a reconciliaTon when a close
relaTonship has been broken.

How Did He Do It?
• “he made him to be sin who knew no sin”
– On one side Man – stained, rebellious, guilty.
– On the other side God – Inﬁnitely holy, merciful,
just, gracious.

• Let man bear his own sin (Ezekiel 18:4)
• Let God forgive without regard for the sinful
state of man’s soul – brought home without a
change of heart.

God’s Way
• He would be both just and jusTﬁer.
(Rom. 3:26)
• Died in man’s place. (Romans 5:7,8)
• Chose us in Christ before the foundaTon of
the world. (Ephesians 1:4)
• He loved us and freed us from our sins.
(RevelaTon 1:5)

Where is the fruit of reconciliaTon?
• It is seen in the heart and life of every sincere,
humble, obedient follower of Christ.
• God is in Christ reconciling the world to
himself today.
• ReconciliaTon requires a response on the part
of both parts.
• God is waiTng for the response from man.

