SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE
IN OUR CULTURE
EPHESIANS 4:11-16

SATAN – QUIT SPEAKING TRUTH
• Two Ways:
– First, Satan tempts us to minimize truth with
meaningless euphemisms that disguise the horrific
consequences and the irrationality and blasphemy of
sin.
– Second, and often even more effectively, he will
culturally intimidate us into outright silence in the
name of love.

• Five Myths About Speaking The Truth in Love:

1. To love someone effectively and appropriately
we must initially avoid speaking the truth about
sin, the idolatry that produces the sin and its
consequences for time and eternity. To love
simply requires you to manifest Gospel deeds of
love. Do not tell them the truth about sin, even
though the love of Christ revealed in the Gospel is
directly related to the reality of sin, the
sinfulness of sin, and the wages of sin— which is
death.

2. To love someone you must accept them and
to accept them you must accept their
behavior. At the very least you must be silent
about their sin, the rationale for its idolatry,
and the lifestyle arrangements created to
embrace that sin and affirm it as culturally
acceptable—unless and until they give you
permission to speak about it.

3. To love others acceptably we must not simply
speak in the terms and vocabulary they
understand, but only in the terms and
vocabulary they approve and dictate (i.e.
deceitful world view euphemisms)—e.g.
adultery becomes an “extra-marital affair” or
“recreational sex” or “hooking up”;
homosexuality becomes “gay” or “an
alternative lifestyle” etc.

4. You have not loved someone acceptably
unless they approve and affirm the truth you
have spoken and the love you have given.
5. You have not spoken the truth in love unless
those to whom you have spoken are drawn
to love you in return.

Speaking The Truth In Love
• “It (love) does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth.” I Cor. 13:6
• HOW we speak the truth is also important, as
is the truth we speak!
• LOVE: To do what is good for the one loved –
John 3:16; I Cor. 13:3; Matthew 7:12

Speak truth to address needs of
listeners
• “Let no corrupting talk come out of your
mouths, but only such as is good for building
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace
to those who hear.” Eph. 4:29
• “how I did not shrink from declaring to you
anything that was profitable, and teaching you
in public and from house to house,” Acts
20:20

Speak truth to address needs of
listeners
• “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth and someone brings him back,
20 let him know that whoever brings back a
sinner from his wandering will save his soul
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”

Speak Truth For the Right Reasons
• “Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition,
not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my
imprisonment.” Philippians 1:15-17

Speak Truth In The Most Effective
Way
• “Let your speech always be gracious,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how
you ought to answer each person.”
• The gospel is powerful (Romans 1:16) but
power in the wrong hands is dangerous.
• Nathan and David. II Samuel 12:1-15.

Speaking the Truth In Love In Our
Culture Requires:
• Speaking – “Preach the word…” II Tim. 4:21
• Speaking the truth – “Therefore, having put away
falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth
with his neighbor, for we are members one of
another.” Eph. 4:25
• Speaking the truth in love – “Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ,” Eph. 4:15

