The Compassion of A Father
Luke 15:11-24

The Compassion of the Son
• If we want to see the compassion of the
Father, we look at the compassion of the son.
• “Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father.” (John 14:9)
• Jesus’ compassion is seen throughout his
ministry.

Jesus – A Sympathetic High Priest
• “For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one
who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15)
• When we struggle with sin, Jesus “feels with us”
• ”For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out.” (Romans
7:18)

Compassion In Personal Interaction
• “Go home to your friends and tell them how
much the Lord has done for you, and how he
has had mercy on you.” (Mark 5:19)
• This is the idea of helping someone out of pity
for them.
• It reflects an action that issues from a tender
heart.

Compassion In Personal Interaction
• And he looked around at them with anger,
grieved at their hardness of heart” (Mark 3:5)
• Anger – a deliberate disposition, not an
impulsive flash of wrath.
• Grieved – “sorrow or pain (either of body or
mind) – sympathy extended toward someone
who has lost someone in death.
• They were their own worst enemy.

Compassion In Teaching
• “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to
where he was, and when he saw him, he had
compassion. “ (Luke 10:33)
• Compassion involves action – It is likely that
the priest and the Levite had some feelings
about the man.
• “Who is the neighbor?” – “The one who
showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him,
“You go, and do likewise.”

Compassion In Teaching
• “But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him.” (Luke
15:20)
• Even when we have disgraced ourselves, He
still grievously feels for us, and wants us back.
• Compassion can bridge the gap between God
and human sin — when penitence is
evidenced.

