“The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
and His ears are open to their cry. The face of the
Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the memory
of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the
Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit”
(Psalm 34:15-18).

Broken to Be Mended
• David: “I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me

(Psalm 51:3); Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow
(7); Let the bones which You have broken rejoice (8);
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation” (12).

• Though blessed in every way, David was blind:
– To himself, his pride, and his privilege.
– To his sin and its ongoing consequences.
– To his special status as “a man after God’s own heart”
(1 Samuel 13:14).

Wounded to Be Healed
• A father: “‘If You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!’

And Jesus said to him, ‘If You can? All things are
possible to him who believes.’ Immediately the boy’s
father cried out and said, ‘I do believe; help my unbelief’”
(Mark 9:22-24).

• Our wounds (Isaiah 61:1-3):
–
–
–
–

Sometimes our wounds are physical.
Sometimes our wounds are mental.
Sometimes our wounds are emotional.
Sometimes our wounds are spiritual (Matthew 9:12-13).

Desperate to Be Rescued
• Peter: “‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the

water.’ And He said, ‘Come!’ And Peter got out of the boat,
and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But
seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to
sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me’” (Matthew 14:28-30)!

• This is why we love Peter so much; we see ourselves:
– He was a man of faith.
– He was a man of fear.
– He was a man of faith restored: “You are God’s Son” (33)!

Empty to Be Filled
• Paul: “I know how to get along with humble means, and I also

know how to live in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance I have learned the secret of being _illed and
going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering
need” (Philippians 4:12).

• What was Paul’s secret?
– He had the proper view of his past (1 Timothy 1:15).
– He had the proper view of his present (Philippians 4:13).
– He had the proper view of his future (2 Timothy 4:8).

Guilty to Be Pardoned
• Us: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

(Rom. 3:23); “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (6:23).

• How are we pardoned from sin and death?
–
–
–
–

The amazing grace and goodness of God (Ephesians 2:8).
The excruciating, humiliating cross of Jesus (1 Peter 2:24).
Our humble obedience to the gospel (1 Peter 4:17).
Our faithfulness in living the gospel (Revelation 2:10).

The Psalmist Knew God
• “His eyes are on the righteous; His ears are open to
our cry” (Psalm 34:15).
• “The face of the Lord is against evildoers” (16).
• “He delivers us out of all our troubles” (17).
• “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted” (18a).
• “He saves those who are crushed in spirit” (18b).

“By the blood of Christ the Lamb
And I’m welcomed with open arms
Praise God, just as I am.”
Travis Cottrell

