Understanding
God’s Eternal Plan
“So that the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known through the church to the rulers and the
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried
out in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 3:10-11).

God and People are in Fellowship
“God created man in His own image, in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them”
(Genesis 1:27).
“They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day” (3:8).

God Gave People A Choice
“Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the
garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it. The Lord God
commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the
garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat from it you will surely die’” (2:15-17).
“But from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of
the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or
touch it, or you will die’” (3:3).

People Chose Sin
“When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took
from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and he ate” (3:6).
“For all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

Sin Separates People from God
“Your sins have separated you from
God” (Isaiah 59:2).
“For the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23).

Shall God Punish Us or Forgive?
His justice requires Him to punish us; a
righteous judge cannot allow a sin (or crime)
to go unpunished.
His love and mercy, however, make Him want
to forgive us so we can return to fellowship
with Him. What does He choose to do?

God Sent Jesus to Cover Our Sins
God punished our sins through the substitution
of His sinless Son; the debt for our sins was paid
and we received forgiveness.
God is both “just and justi]ier” (Rom. 3:26).
“By His stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5-6).

We Must Choose Jesus as Savior
God opened the door to salvation but we must
choose to walk through the door.
“. . . that whosoever believes in Him . . .”
(John 3:16).
We choose Jesus by placing our faith in Him to
save us from all our sins (2 Cor. 5:21).

We Prove Our Faith by Obedience
“Faith without works is dead” (James 2:20).
God’s plan was ]irst announced by Peter at
Pentecost: “Repent and be baptized . . . Save
yourselves from this crooked generation”
(Acts 2:38, 40).
Jesus saves all “who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9).

God Restores Fellowship with Him
In repentance, we die to sin; in baptism, we
rise in “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4), new in
terms of behavior and in relationship with God.
Jesus taught the apostles to call upon Him as
Father (Abba), a father-child relationship
(Matt. 6:9); He is our “peace” (Phil. 4:9).

God Adds the Forgiven to the Church
“As many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27).
“The Lord added unto them daily those that
were being saved” (Acts 2:47).
Those not covered by the blood of Christ cannot
be saved nor added to His church.

Applications for Us
• God has a plan for each one of us.
• It is His plan for salvation that is “predestined,”
not individuals He chooses, but those who
choose Him.
• This very moment he is waiting for your response
to His loving appeal to become His child.

