Oscar Pistorius – An Amazing Chain of
Events
Born without fibulas
Legs amputated before
he learned to walk
Starts running track in
high school and gets
his first pair of flexfoot cheetahs

Wins 200m gold
medal at Athens
.
paraolympics
Competes--2007
internationally for
the first time
against ablebodied runners

An Amazing Chain of Events
Romans 5:1-5
In order to be in the
race, sometimes an
amazing chain of
events have to take
place.

In
Christianity
there is am
amazing
chain of
events that
lead to
success.

FAITH – Beginning the Race
“Therefore, since we
have been justified by
faith” (v. 1)
Justification is in the
past tense – has
already happened.

To be justified
means to be
guiltless,
uncondemned
and positively
righteous

Justification leads to PEACE
We have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus
Christ. (v. 1)
For the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God,
for it does not submit to
God's law; indeed, it
cannot. (Rom. 8:7)

J

Sin and rebellion
made us enemies
of God,
There is now an
end to all hostility
with God.

Faith Leads to Grace
Through him we have
also obtained access by
faith into this grace in
which we stand”. (Rom.
5:2).
We Stand – present
tense – in God’s grace.

Grace is God's
unmerited favor,
and it's by faith
that we stand
now in all of its
benefits.

Grace Leads To Rejoicing
“we
rejoice
hope of though now forOur
“In this
youinrejoice,
a Confidence
little
leads to rejoice
the
glory
of
God.”
(v.
2)
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by

even in our
genuineness
sufferings (v. 3)

various trials, 7 so that the tested
Hope has been defined
ofasyour
faith—more precious than gold that
a confident
perishes
though
it is tested by fire—may be
expectation
of good.
found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 1:6-7)

Joy in Trials Produces Endurance
“we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces
endurance,” (v. 3)
Endurance means
staying power,
stickability, the ability to
last the distance.

God does not intend
to produce weak
and spineless sons
and daughters who
give up under
pressure or
opposition. He
wants us to be
strong.

Endurance Produces Godly Character
“endurance produces
character, and character
produces hope,” (v. 4)
When a person's life is
yielded to Christ to the
point where God can
produce the image of
Christ in them, it
produces hope.

This is a confident
expectation, not only of
eternal life, but also
of reward.

Hope does not Shame or Disappoint
“hope does not put us to shame, because God's love
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us” (v. 5)
Our hope will never be
disappointed because
God's promise to us is
certain.

God’s love has been
poured into our hearts
by the Holy Spirit.

