THE END – BETTER THAN THE BEGINNING?

FINISH
“Be0er is the end of a thing than its beginning,
and the pa?ent in spirit is be0er than the
proud in spirit.” Ecc. 7:8

START

The Statement OJen Does Not Make Sense
• Circumstances in which the beginning is
be0er.
–
–
–
–
–

A bad habit
A promising business deal
A once happy marriage ending in divorce
A good friendship that ends in bi0erness
What then makes the end be0er than the beginning?

Our Outlook On Life
•
•
•
•

What makes you happy?
What makes you successful?
Who are you?
The end of a worldly aTtude – I John 2:15-17

Our Process In Life
• Zechariah 4:10. We are not to despise the day of small
beginnings. We are not to despise “the small” in our lives.
– The small visita?on team,
– the small response from the lost in evangelism,
– the small Bible study,
– the small contribu?on in preparing a meal for the sick,
– The small work you do as a mother or at your other
workplace

Our Process In Life
• How do we live when things don’t “work out”
– “Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so
that they might rise again to a be0er life. Others
suﬀered mocking and ﬂogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were killed with the sword. They went
about in skins of sheep and goats, des?tute, aﬄicted,
mistreated…” Heb. 11:35-37
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Our Process In Life
• God teaches that we need pa?ence in the
process. (Ecc. 7:8)
– “Not only that, but we rejoice in our suﬀerings,
knowing that suﬀering produces endurance,”
Romans 5:3

The Outcome of Our Lives
• For Whom is the end be0er than the beginning?
– Those who trust in God and His knowledge of the end
from the beginning. (Isaiah 46:10; Prov. 3:3-5)
– The end of chas?sement is be0er when it results in
peaceable fruits of righteousness (Hebrews 12:11).
– The end of suﬀering is be0er as those who suﬀer with
him will reign with him in 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

The Outcome of Our Lives
• And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them
as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Revela?on 21:3-5

