
Barriers Broken Down 
Ephesians 2:11, 12 



Barriers 
   Ancient cities, keep out enemies. 

   East Germans, keep in workers. 
   "Protection" often becomes isolation. 

  The barriers modern people hide behind in society 
  Racism 
  Religion 

  Barriers people hide behind in relationships. 
  Phoniness 
  Silence.       Ps 22:1-2 
  Resentment and hatred. 



The Gospel Changes Lives 
  Plastic surgery clearly has a powerful rehabilitative 

effect on former convicts as is shown by the fact that, 
among recipients of  the surgery, the proportion who are 
convicted of  new crimes committed after release is only 
half  that for the prison population as a whole. 

  Some hearts are hardened some are softened. 

  The Ephesians were changed for the good – “And you He 
made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins,” (Eph. 2:1)  



Memory (v. 11) 
  Once gentiles in the flesh. 

  Called uncircumcision by the circumcision (Jews). 

  Memory – an important tool. 
  “do this in remembrance of  Me” (I Cor. 11:24b) 

  “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, “ (Rev. 2:5 to the 
Ephesian church) 



Life Without Christ 
  “Without Christ – Acts 4:12; Jn. 8:24 

  “Aliens from the commonwealth of  Israel” – 
estranged, cast away – Matt. 25:30 

  “Strangers to the covenants of  promise – Gen. 
12:1-3 

  Had no hope – Col. 1:27; I Tim. 1:1; I Thess. 4:13 

  Without God (atheists) – II Chron. 15;3 



LIFE WITH CHRIST 
  Had been brought near (v. 12) – “and that He might 

reconcile them both to God in one body through the 
cross (Eph. 2:16) 

  “brought near by the blood of  Christ.”(v. 13) 
  “having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through Him.” (Rom. 5:9) 
  “knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold… 19 but with the 
precious blood of  Christ, as of  a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” I Pet. 1:18, 19) 

  “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood,” (Rev. 1:5b) 


