


  This is possibly the most universally famous 
saying of Jesus. 

  This is thought by many to be the highest of all 
ethical teaching. 

  This was something that had never been said 
before in this manner. 

  It called for a new view of life and of life’s 
obligations. 



  This rule is found in other teaching, but in the 
negative. 

  Hillel --  “What is hateful to yourself, do to no 
other.”  

  “He who does not backbite with the tongue, 
nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take 
up a reproach against his friend;” (Ps. 15:3). 

  Confucius – “What you do not want done to 
yourself, do not do to others.” 



  “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.” (Matt. 22:37). 

  “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Matt. 22:39). 

  “On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” (Matt. 22:40). 



  It is an excellent standard by which we can 
measure ourselves. 

  Characteristics  of the rule. 
  Positive action – “do”. 
  Universal -  “Whatever”;  “Men” (all men). 
  Very clear – We all perceive clearly how we want to 

be treated. 
  Reasonable -  It is a principle of perfect justice, and 

every man is to be his own judge in regard to it. 



  “For this is the law and the prophets” 
  Everything the law and the prophets teach us 

to be is bound up in this principle. 
  To love our fellow man is to love God (I John 

4:7-21) 
  If this rule were to be employed by everyone, 

no other rules for right relationships would be 
needed. 



  We must be united with Christ (Romans 6:4,5) 
  We must be in Christ. (Gal. 3:26,27) 
  Christ must be in us. (Col. 1:27) 
  We must live the life of Christ! (Gal. 2:20) 


