


To briefly describe the 
condition of the American 
family and suggest ways to 
restore functionality in the 
family and stability in the 

American society. 



1.  To highlight some of the changes 
contributing to the deterioration of the 
American family; 

2.  To briefly state God’s perspective on 
each changing variable to be 
highlighted; and 

3.  To suggest a few ideas for “restoring” 
families that will please God. 

  



Sociologists and social psycho-
logists would have us to believe 
that the family is just 
experiencing change; but in my 
opinion, the family is not just 
changing – it is deteriorating. 



Biblical history clearly 
reveals to us what happens to 
nations or societies that 
forget God and His 
instructions. 



} Righteousness exalts 
a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace to any 
people. 



} The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and 
all the nations that 
forget God. 

 



God instructed Moses and 
Joshua to tell the parents to 
teach their children about 
Him and what He had 
done for them. (See Deut. 
6:6-12; Jos. 4:4-8)  



 Because the parents 
ceased to perform key 
responsibilities, the Bible 
says in Judges 2:7-11; 
21:25. 



What will happened to people when 
they are not taught who God is? The 
“weeping prophet” testified that God’s 
people committed two evils:  

� They forgot God and His 
goodness and 
� They lost their desire to serve God 
and turned to false gods. 

(Jeremiah 2:13, 32) 



 Jeremiah’s Plea 
 

 Jeremiah 6:16;  
8:22; 9:1; 

Lamentation 1:12 



America is forgetting God 
and she is turning from 
God’s way and His design 
for the family. But the 
billion-dollar question is - 
“today, who cares?” 



Now for over 5 decades, the 
institution called the family has 
been “in trouble.” Thus, the 
million-dollar question is what can 
we do to “restore” the family to 
what God desires and is 
functional for society? 



 What are several 
major changes in the 
institution called the 

family? 



I.  Increase in 
“Single-Parent” 
Families. 



In the 50s, 7% of 
children lived in 

single-parent 
families. 



Ø In 1970, 12% of children lived in 
single-parent families. 

Ø In 1980, the percentage living in 
single-parent families increased 
to 22%. 

Ø In 1990, it had increased to 28%. 
 



} In 2014, 38% of 
children were living in 
single-parent families. 



 God’s desire is for the 
family to consist of parents 
(a father and a mother) 
raising their children.  

(See Gen. 2:24;Eph. 6:1-2  
and Col. 3:20)  

 
 



II.    Increase in      
       Cohabitation 



Ø The number of cohabitating 
couples has increased 
dramatically since the 
1960s. In 1960, there were 
less than 500,000 couples 
reporting living together 
unmarried. 

 



Ø In 1980, 3.5 million couples 
reported living together or 
cohabitating. 



Ø By 2000, the number of 
couples reporting 
cohabitating increased to 5.5 
million. 

Ø In 2014, 7.8 million couples 
reported cohabitating. 



Ø To live together unmarried 
or to cohabitate is wrong; 
those who choose this 
lifestyle can’t please God.  

 
Revelations 21:8; Hebrews 13:4; 

I Corinthians 6:9-11 
 



III.   Homosexual     
       Lifestyle 



Ø The percentage of 
people who classify 
themselves as gay, 
homosexual, lesbian, or 
bisexual has increased 
significantly in America. 



Ø In 1950, 97% of Americans over the age 
of 18 classified themselves as 
heterosexual, and less than 0.4% 
classified themselves as homosexual.  

Ø In 1990, 93% of Americans over the age 
of 18 classified themselves as 
heterosexual, but 1.2% classified 
themselves as homosexual, gay, 
lesbian, or bisexual. 



Ø Today, between 3.6% and 4% 
of Americans over the age of 
18 classify themselves as 
homosexual, lesbian, or gay. 



In each dispensation, God has made it 
very clear His view on homosexuality: 
Ø Patriarchal Age –  Genesis 19:4-11 
Ø Mosaic Age –  Lev. 18:22,31    

     Lev. 20:13   
     Deut. 23:17 

Ø Christian Age –  Rom. 1:26, 27, 32 
     I Cor. 6:9-11 
     I Tim. 1:10 



Karlyn Bowman and others (March, 
2013) published an article entitled, Polls 
on Attitudes on Homosexuality and Gay 
Marriages. In the article, they cited polls 
conducted by the National Opinion 
Research Center which traced 
Americans’ attitudes on sexual relations 
between two adults of the same-sex from 
1973 to 2010. The findings are troubling 
but not surprising. 



v  In 1973, 80% of Americans reported 
same-sex relations between two adults as 
“always wrong” and “almost always.” 
v  In 1991, 82% of Americans stated 
same-sex relations between two adults as 
“always wrong” and “almost always.” 
v  In 2010, only 50% of Americans 
described homosexuality as “always 
wrong” and “almost always.” 



In January (2013), Russ Rankin reported 
in an article entitled, Fewer Believe 
Homosexuality is Sin, the results of a 
2012 survey conducted by LifeWay 
Research.  
 
They found of the population sample 
that only 37% of Americans affirm a 
belief that homosexuality is a sin. 



IV.    Same Sex   
      Marriage 



 
In Genesis 2:24, when 
marriage was established by 
God it was designed to be 
between a man and a 
woman. Jesus reaffirms this 
in Matthew 19:4-5. 



 
Until November of 2003, 
same-sex marriages were 
classified as uncon-
stitutional in America. In 
2003, Massachusetts became 
the first state to legalize same-
sex marriages. 



 
Prior to the Supreme Court 
ruling last year, 36 states 
allowed same-sex marriages; 
Florida and North Carolina 
were the southern states to 
allow same-sex marriages. 



 
In June of 2015, the Supreme 
Court ruled that same-sex 
marriages are legal in all 50 
states. 



Whenever the Bible 
mentions marriage, it is 
between a man and a 
woman (Gen. 2:24; I 
Cor. 7:2-16; Eph. 
5:23-33). 



According to the Bible, 
same-sex marriages are 
contrary to God’s teaching 
and are an abomination or 
shameful (Lev. 20:13; Rom. 
1:26-27).  



V.   Declining 
Percentage of 
People Who are 
Married 

 



Ø The percentage of people 
over the age of 18 who are 
married is declining in 
America. There was a time 
when over 92% of American 
males and females looked 
forward to getting married. 

 



Ø Since the 70s, there 
has been a steady 
decline in the 
percentage of people 
getting married. 



Ø In 1970, 71% of Americans over the 
age of 18 were married. 

Ø In 1990, 64% of Americans over the 
age of 18 were married. 

 
Ø In 2011, for the first time in the U. S. 

history, only 49% of Americans over 
the age of 18 were married. 



Reasons for the decrease in the 
percentage of Americans getting 
married: 
 
1.  Increase in cohabitation, 
2.  High divorce rate, and 
3.  Marriage is no longer valued. 
 



Ø God saw that it was “not good” for 
man to be alone and instituted 
marriage and the family. God’s 
desire is for those who decide to live 
with someone of the opposite sex 
that they do so in marriage. 
Marriage is a “gift.” (Proverbs 
18:22; 19:14; 12:4) 



VI.   Too Many Births 
Outside of 
Marriage 



Approximately 5 in 
every 10 births (50%) 
are outside of marriage 
today.  



God’s desire is for 
parents to teach their 
children to remain non-
sexually active until 
marriage. 



We must teach our children that 
fornication is a sin. Most people 
are born with a “sex-drive.” 
Parents must help their children 
learn how to control it. 

Gen. 39:9 
2 Tim. 2:22 
I Tim. 4:12 



VII.    Failure of the 
Family to Serve  

 Key Functions  
 for Society 



In every society, there are at least 5 
necessary institutions that must perform key 
functions for stability to be achieved and 
maintained. 
The key institutions are:  
1.  Religion   
2.  Government   
3.  Education  
4.  Economy  
5.  Family 



Those societies that are 
experiencing serious 

problems are those with 
weak or deteriorating 

families. 



  
Because the institution 
called the family has ceased 
performing her functions for 
society. 
 
 



Functions of the Family 
 
1.  Regulation of Sexual Behavior 

and Orientation; 
2.  Socialization of Children of 

Societal Norms; and 
3.  Provide Family Members 

Economic Support. 
 



The failure of the family to 
perform her functions is 

greatly contributing to the 
deterioration of the American 

society. 



1.  Fathers must rise up 
and take responsi-
bility for their family 

 (Jos. 24:14-15). 



2.  Parents must come to 
know God and give their 
children some 
“Sense” (Prov. 22:6; 
Luke 15:17). 



3.  Parents must develop 
within their children a 
deep and abiding love for 
God’s Word (Psa. 119:97, 
11). 



4.  Parents must pray to 
God for guidance and 
directions (2 Chron. 
20:9ff). 



 
Conclusion 


