
Proverbs 23:17-21 



¨  An experiment by Dr. Ruth Berenda and other 
psychologists demonstrates the power of a 
group. 

¨  10 individuals were placed in a group and 
given the instruction to raise their hand when 
the leader pointed to the longest of three lines 
placed on the screen. This was repeated 
numerous times.  

¨  This is a simple assignment for anyone. 



¨ ____________ 
¨ _______________________ 
¨ __________________ 
¨  One major obstacle was placed before one of the 

persons in each group.  Nine were told beforehand 
t o raise their hand when the second longest line 
was pointed to. 

¨  75% OF ALL AGE GROUPS TESTED DID AS THE 
OTHER NINE IN THE GROUP. 



¨  Be careful of what you admire!(v. 17) 
¡  Psalm 37:1 – “Do not fret because of evil doers, Nor 

be envious of the workers of iniquity.” 
¡  Proverbs 24:19 – “Do not fret because of evil doers, 

nor be envious of the wicked.” 

¨  Examine your thoughts constantly! (v. 17) 
¡  Proverbs 28:14 – “Happy is the man who is always 

reverent, but he who hardens his heart will fall into 
calamity.” 



¨  Accept responsibility for guiding your heart! 
(v. 19) 
¡  Proverbs 4:23 – “Keep your heart with all diligence, 

for out of it spring the issues of life.” 
¨  Choose the right company! (v. 20) 

¡  I Cor. 15:33 – “Do not be deceived, Evil company 
corrupts good habits.” 

¡  Isaiah 5:22 – “Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, 
Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink.” 

¡  I Cor. 5:6 – “Your glorying is not good.  Do you not 
know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump.” 



¨  Remember the rewards of sin (v. 21). 
¡  I Cor. 6:9,10 – “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  
DO NOT BE DECEIVED, Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, (10) nor thieves nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God.”  

¨  WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO CREATE 
SOME POSITIVE PEER PRESSURE? 


