


¨  Jesus saw people in ways we can not. 
¨  This young man had apparent  success. 
¨  He had apparent spiritual success. 
¨  Yet Jesus saw him in need – he did not possess 

eternal life. 
¨  An amazing thing happens, he rejects eternal 

life as presented by the Lord. 
¨  If one rejects eternal life, what can we do? 
¨  Did the Lord fail?  Would we be failures?  



¨  Why can I not do something to turn people? 
¨  Why would Jesus not do something different 

than teach? 
¡  Judas – a traitor(Luke 6:16), a thief(John 12:6), a 

betrayer(John 13:26), listed among the twelve(Mark 
3:14,19). 

¡  Rich, young ruler – recognized Jesus as of an 
authority on eternal life(v. 16), kept the 
commandments(v. 20), was told what to do(v. 21), 
went away sorrowful(v. 22). 

¨  Why do we believe  we must do something 
Jesus would not do? 



¨  Allow their conscience to work one them. 
¡  John 8:9 – “Then those who heard it, being convicted 

by their conscience, went out one by one,…” 

¨  Live right before them. 
¡  “Likewise you wives, be submissive to your own 

husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, 
may be won by the conduct of their wives,  (2) when 
they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by 
fear.” 



¨  Work to restore them. 
¡  Gal. 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 

trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in 
a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.” 

¨  Try to turn them from error. 
¡  James 5:20 – “let him know that he who turns a 

sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from 
death and cover a multitude of sins.” 



¨  Wait. 
¡  Isaiah 40:28-31 – “Have you not known?  Have you 

not heard?  The everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is 
weary.  There is no searching of his understanding. 
(29) He gives power to the weak, and to those who 
have no might he increases strength. (30)  Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary.  And the young men 
shall utterly fall, (31) But those who wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; They shall mount 
up with wings like eagles,  they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. 


