


1.  The Greek word agape (love) seems to have 
been virtually a Christian invention.   

   a.   Almost non-existent before the New Testament. 
   b.  Only about 20 occurrences in the Greek version         

of the Old Testament. 
   c.  It is not a natural form of affection but a supernatural 

fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). 
   d.  It is a matter of will rather than feeling (Matthew 

5:44-45). 
   e.  It is a basic element in Christ-likeness. 



◦  Justin Martyr wrote, “We used to value above all else 
money and possessions.  Now we bring together all that 
we have and share it with those who are in need.  
Formerly we hated and killed one another because of a 
difference in nationality or custom.  Now since the 
coming of Christ, we all live in peace.  We pray for our 
enemies and seek to convert those who hate us.” 
◦  Tertullian wrote, It is our care for the helpless, our 

practice of lovingkindness, that brands us in the eyes of 
many of our opponents. “Only look”, they say, “how they 
love one another.” 



}  The world will judge us by how our brotherly love is shown –  
 “By this all people will know that you are my   
 disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

    John 13:35. 

}  Brotherly love is the difference in passing from death into life 
–     “We know that we have passed out of death into life, 

 because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love 
 abides in death.” 
 I John 3:14,15. 



u We cannot love God and hate our brother –         
 “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his 
 brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
 his brother whom he has seen cannot love 
 God whom he has not seen.21 And this 
 commandment we have from him: whoever 
 loves God must also love his brother.” 
 I John 4:20, 21. 



}  Treat another better than himself –  
 Philippians 2:3 –  “Do nothing from selfish ambition 
 or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
 than yourselves. 

 
}  Share –  

�  Galatians 6:10 – “So then, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith.”  

     I Timothy 6:18 – “To the rich…let them do good, that 
 they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to 
 share.”                                                                 



}  Forgive –  
 Colossians 3:13-14 – “bearing with one another 
 and, if one has a complaint against 
 another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
 forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 
 above all these put on love, which binds  everything 
 together in perfect harmony. 

}  Restore –  
�  Galatians 6:1– “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 

transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him 
in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you 
too be tempted.” 



}  Not be offensive –  
 Romans 14:13 –” Therefore let us not                       
 pass judgment on one another any longer, but 
 rather decide never to put a stumbling 
 block or hindrance in the way of a brother  

}  Encourage –  
 Hebrews 10:24 – “And let us consider how to 
 stir up one another to love and good works,” 

 



}  I JOHN 5:2 – “By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments.”  

}  An invitation to demonstrate love for God and 
keep his commandments today.  


