Studying With People Who Do

Not Believe in God

& ne more

for Jesus



Why do people believe what they believe?

* Sociological reasons - parents, friends, society,
culture

* Psychological reasons — comfort, peace of mind, hope,
Identity

* Religious reasons — scripture, religious leaders

* Philosophical reasons — consistency, coherence,
completeness

It is important to understand people and to use a flexible
approach that will benefit the hearer!
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* We have a natural tendency to judge
invalid arguments to be valid if the \

conclusion is something that we
already believe to be true.

Belief Bias

Reminder « We naturally look to find flaws in the
arguments of those who disagree
with us, but overlook flaws in the
arguments of those we agree with.
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* Bias can affect the selection, weighing,
and evaluation of evidence

M Otivated * We might War‘l‘t it tp b”e true because
life would be “easier.

Reasoning

* We might want it to be true because
we have claimed it and are stubborn

* We might want it for the sake of our
identity orin-group belonging




Principle of Charity

Principle of Charity Straw-man fallacy
* Interpret the argumentin * Offering a weak reconstruction
the most charitable way of your opponent’s argument

thatis reasonably possible  before attacking it

* Plausible premises e Setting up a “straw man” and
then knocking it down



Worldview
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Fundamental Questions

o Where did we come from? (origins)

o Who are we? (identity)

o Why are we here? (meaning)
o How should we live? (morality)

Where are we going? (the future)



Example: Comparison of Worldviews

Naturalism Christian Theism
Core Belief: Science leads usto Core Belief: Not only a physical world
knowledge because the only thing that but a spiritual reality with God as the

exists is physical matter. sovereign Creator.




Where did we come from?

Naturalism

A purely physical event occurred by
chance and | am the result of a blind
evolutionary process.

Christian Theism

God created everything including

mankind.




Who are we”?

Naturalism Christian Theism

| am a purely physical being that is a | am both body and soul, made in
result of evolution. God’s image.




Why are we here?

Naturalism Christian Theism

No ultimate answer can be given since To honor and glorify God.
we are here as a result of chance,
therefore | must create my own

meaning.




How should we live?

Naturalism Christian Theism
There is no ultimate or authoritative We are to follow the commands of God
answer so we can live however we and the example of Jesus Christ as

decide. given to us in Scripture.




Where are we going?

Naturalism Christian Theism

Once my body ceases to function | no | am meant to experience fellowship
longer exist. with God through eternal life.




Having Difficult Conversations...

Conversations happening at three levels...

1. The topic at hand
o “Just the facts”

2. The combination of emotions, perceptions, and judgments
o The perspective we bring to it

3. How our identity and self-understanding are affected
o The existential implications

*Darrell L. Bock
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USING QUESTIONS TO
ANSWER CHRISTIANITY'S
TOUGHEST CHALLENGES




Gardners and Harvesters

“Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for
harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For
here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ | sent you to
reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor.”

John 4:35-38



. ma the best use of the time. Let
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person.”

Colossians 4:5-6
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‘Practice Makes Perfect (or at least better)

@ Did | have the knowledge | needed?

Did | display wisdom in my method?

Did | display character?

Anticipate, reflect, and practice!




Inside Out
Approach

- What can we affirm?

- What do we need to
challenge?

- Where does it lead?

Telling a
Better Story

How to Talk About God in
a Skeptical Age

Joshua D. Chatraw




Goal: create space so they can consider some of
the problems with their own outlook and be willing
to consider the plausibility of Christianity

Inside Out

Approach
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: Iore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled t *
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Embodied Anchored Narrative
as Invitation

By embodied practices,
compelling narratives, and clear
truth claims, the skeptic is invited
to consider the larger picture of
the worldview




Embodied Anchored Narrative as Challenge

anchoring
of truth
Engagement that identifies ,
: framing
common ground and/or emotional ,
places of tension with narratives
counternarratives
embodied

practices
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* Listen more than you talk.
* Demonstrate love.

e Speak the truth in love.

“By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:35

v
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